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PURPOSE

This comprehensive plan, updated for Grady Cou@girtg and Whigham in 2015, serves as a

guide for local government officials and community leaders for making decisions in support of

0KS O02YYdzyAGeQa adliGSR @GAarzye .| aSR 2y Ay Lz
plan identifies needs and oppoinities for the community, as well as goals for each
O2YYdzyAlleQa FdzidzZNBx FyR LIR2fAOASAa GKIFIG LINPOARS
The plan also offers insight into what types of land use and development are appropriate in the

Cities ofCairo and Whigham. A community work program is included that specifies a route for
working towardgshe implementation of the plan.

This comprehensive plan should be used as a guide by the local government for assessing
development proposals, rezoning afgaitions, and redevelopment plans. Residents, business
owners, and developers may access the plan as well, to learn about appropriate land use,
development, and the trajectory of growth for Grady County and its municipalities. Essentially,
the plan seeksa answer the question&here are we? Where do we wantlie?and How will

get there?

PROCESS

The Comprehensive Plan process follows the Rules of the Georgia Department of Community
Affairs

645/ 1 €03 h o/ HDRGMdmumStandards Mad Rmaceesrfor Local
Comprehensive Planning, effective March 1, 2014. The DCA rules state that the Comprehensive
Plan consists of the following three distinct components:

Needs and Opportunities:

Ly ylfeara 2F GKS O2YYdzy Al eé edminefeSRaE | YR 2
existing conditions of each community. This will assist the community in

identifying the issues that it needs to address and the opportunities on which it

can capitalize.

Community Goals:

Through public and steering committee meetings, the confmuti A S&Q 321+t a | yR
L2t AOASAa I NB RSGOSt2LISR (2 RSISNXYAYS GKS O2
of this component, policies are identified to assist in making decisions that are

consistent with community goals.

Community Work Program:
The final componenof the comprehensive plan, the Community Work Program,
2dzif AySa aidSLla FyYyR adNXGS3IaASa FT2N I OKASOAY
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implementing its plans. The Work Program will includdhart-term work plan,
identifying priority projects, potential collaboratns, and funding strategies.

Specific components required for Grady County are:

Economic Development:

The Economic Development Element identifies and needs and opportunities
related to economic development and vitality of the community and Community
Work Rogram activities are developed for addressing these specific needs and
opportunities, considering such factorsadiversity of the economic base,

quality of the local labor force, effectiveness of local development agencies,
programs and tools.

Land Use:

This section deals with developing a Future Land Use Map that addresses the
various Land Use and Development goals of Cairo and Whigham. Specific
development strategies were developed in keeping with the proposed Land
Uses, and are described ietdil in the next section

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

{2Dw/ Qa w2t S

¢tKS {2dzikKgSad DS2NHAI wS3IA2yIlf [/ 2YYAAaaArzyQa
Comprehensive Plan update for Grady County, Caird\Whigham:collectvely known as

at € yH DNé&aBirgcommunity input sessions and Steering Committee meetings, the
SWGRC team gathered feedback and guidance from the public and used this information to
assemble the Comprehensive Plan and make recommendations thegfégetive of the

O2YYdzy A (i & daéeleB& DifichlS & éachdlocal government hold ultimate responsibility
and authority to approve and direct the implementation of the Comprehensive Plan
documentsIn 2021, SWGRC facilitated the fiyear updatefor Grady County, Cairgvhigham,
andallowed public participation and input in the pl@mipdate A new elemen{ Bioadband)
wasaddedasarequired planupdate

Public Input and Steering Committee

The2016upd G S 2F DNJ R& / 2 dzy lréliedhearilg on pikls kdlyeman@dS t f Iy

The planning process began with an initial public hearing at each local government where the
plan requirements were discussed and an overview of the process as well as vaaicuthes
public could participate in thelganningprocess. Aside from public meetings, a website
(www.gradycountycomprehensivplan.con) was created to further explain the plaimg

process, requirements, and provide another avenue for those interestedaaige feedback
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and input into the plan. Alongside the website, a Facebook page (Plan Grady 2016) was created
for citizens to follow along with announcements of meetings and dsgasous aspects of the
plan.

Following the initial public hearings, commiyninput sessions were conducted where the
public was invitedo participate in a S.W.O.T. exercise and to help develop goals and policies
for Grady County, Cairo, and Whighamaeting a variety of topic#lso, the 202 plan update
includedpublicparticipationthrough jont public hearingsanda welsite
(http://www.swgrcplanning.org/gradycounty.htm) containing the draft copy of the plawoif

public review and commenihedraft plan wasalso sento neighboring counties for their
comments.

Review Process

Il OO2NRAY3 (G2 (GKS 5/! Q& ySg Nz S&a F2NJ O2YLINBKS
community must transmit the plan to the Southwest Georgia Regional Commission (SWGRC)

when all three components arecompleS @ ¢ KS GNJI yaYAOGdlrt Ydzad |faz
certification that it has considered both the Regional Water Plan and the Rules for

Environmental Planning Criteria. Once it completes its review, the SWGRC will forward the plan

to the DCA for reviewOnce the plan has been found by the DCA&dmplywith the Minimum

Standards and Procedures, each community must adopt the approved plan.

PLAN ORGANIZATION

Plan! Grady 2016 is essentially a joint comprehensive plan for Grady Countya@diro

Whigham.To make the plan more usable and for each jurisdiction to take more ownership this

plan is broken down by jurisdiction with each government involved having the required
aSOiA2ya | OO2NRAYy3I G2 -fi2k,SvMinBnunh SkadatistahddD ! &/ K| L
Procedurs for Local Comprehensive Planning.

GRADY COUNTY

COMMUNITY PROFILE

Bordering Florida to the south, Thomas County to the east, Decatur County to theawest
Mitchell County to the north, the 458 square miles of Grady County was homeG834,

people in 209 (U.S Census Bureau #)1As of 2018, the¢otal estimated population for the
Countywas24,748which is a decrease in population by 115 peoplee Canty Seat, Cairo, is
about 30 miles north of Tallahassee, Floridiad 255 miles south of Georgiaapital, Atlanta.

The climate is temperate with long warm summers and short cool winters. It lies within an area
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that receives approximately 53 inches oinfall per year with an average temperature of 67
degrees.

If current demographic trends continue the total population in Grady County ciudse

24,633by 2020 and would maintain to some degree the current racial profile of roughby/6
Caucasian,28% African American an®11% Hispanic. Although this racial profile mirrors that

of the State in general, other aspects of the County's demography more closely match those of
neighboring counties, particularly in the realmstloé income distritution, poverty ratesand
educational attainment.

QUICK FACTS DATA
Grady County,

Georgia
2019 Population Estimates
24,833

Sowrce: Vintage 2019 Population Estimates

Median Household Income

$ 42,348

Sowrce: 2014-2018 American Community
Survey 5-Year Estimates

Persons in poverty, percent

20 %

Source: 2018 Small Area Income and
Poverty Estimates (SAINPE)

Educational Attainment: Percent high
school graduate or higher

80.3 %

Sowrce: 2014-2018 American Community
Survey 5-Year Estimates

Persons without health insurance, under
age 65 years, percent

20.8 %

Sowurce: Source: 2078 Small Area Health
Insurance Estimates (SAHIE)

Median Housing Value

% 112,500

Sowrce: 2014-2018 American Cormmunity
Survey 5-Year Estimates

Total Housing Units

10,848

Sowrce: 2014-2018 American Community
Survey 5-Year Estimates

Number of Firms

2,083
Sowurce: 2012 Survey of Business Owners:
Company Summary

Veterans

1,571

Sowurce: 2074-2018 American Community
Survey 5-Year Estimates

Percent of households with a broadband
Internet subscription

70.4 %

Source: 2014-2018 American Commmunity
Survey 5-Year Estimates
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Community Profile

Grady Bound
Area: 459, 78 square miles

Population Summary
2000 Teotal Popudation
2010 Teotal Popuation
2015 Total Population
2015 Group Quarters
2020 Total Population
2015-2020 Annusl Rate
Household Summary
2000 Housahalds
2000 Avarage Housahold
2010 Housahalds
2010 Average Mousshpid
2015 Houssholds
2015 Average Househoid
2020 Househaolds
2020 Average Hou=ahold
2015-2020 Annual Rate
Z010 Families

Siza

Size

Size

Size

2010 Avarage Family Sae

2015 Famias

2015 Avaraga Family Sae

2020 Famifins

2020 Average Family Sew

2015-2020 Annusl Rate
Housing Unit Summary
2000 Housing Units
Owner Occupied Housing

Units

Ranter Occupled Hausing Units

Vacant Housing Units
2010 Housing Units
Owner Qocupled Housing

Linits

Ranter Occupled Housing Units

Vacant Mousing Units
2015 Housing Units
Cwner Oocupied Housing

Units

Renter Decuplad Hausing Units

Vacant Housing Units
2020 Housing Units
Ownar Occupled Housing

Units

Renter Occupied Housing Units

Vacant Housing Units
Median Household Income
2015
2020
Median Home Value
2015
20620
Per Copita Income
2015
2020
Madian Age
2010
2015
2020

23,657
25,009
25,277

189
25,503
0.18%

8,798
2.66
9,417
2.63
5,856
2.63
5,651
262
0.20%
€,728
ERL
6,758
il
6,782
311
0.07%

& 504
£4.6%
23.4%
11.9%
10,758
58.7%
15.9%
12.5%
10,862
55.7%
31.2%
13. 1%
11,148
55.4%,
1129
13.4%

$33,785
$39,178

§57,372
5118077

$17.637
$19.933

37.6
381
39.4

Dt Note: fiousehold popolation Includes permoma not regcdng I oo Guawters. Average Mousehoid Size [ the household popudation fivided by total households
Parseas s amelies aclide the haussbaiclsr snd perans relsbnd to the borebolder By hiths, msmage, or sdoption. Per Cenln [ncomes rooressnts the inenme vecsived by
all persorms aged 13 yeses and over divided by Elie total popolation

Source; L5, Cenman Biranu, Coanuus 2010 Sunmery Flae 1, Banl forucasts for 2015 and 2020, Feril corvertnd Conecis 2000 data ivie 2010 geograplvy
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